
Historic Paintings 

Rev. Robert Hall and Abby Mitchell (Davis) Hall 

A Story of Re-Discovery & Restoration 

Newly restored portrait paintings of two prominent 19th century Plymouth citizens,  the   

Rev. Robert Hall and his wife Abby, are now on display at the Plymouth Public Library. 

These art works were discovered, unframed and in very deteriorated 

condition, several years ago.  Town Meeting voted to approve funds 

under the Community Preservation Act to finance the restoration of 

the  pair of artworks.  They will be on display at the Plymouth Public 

Library while the renovation of the 1820 Courthouse continues.       

Ultimately, the paintings will be moved to a permanent location when 

the new Town Hall is complete.  

The  Rev. Robert B. Hall was  born in  Boston in 1812  and  entered 

Boston Latin School in 1822. He began his studies at  Dartmouth     

College and  later transferred to Yale Divinity School in 1832, graduating in 1835. One of the 

12  original members of William Lloyd Garrison’s Anti-Slavery Society, in 1832 he traveled  to  

England, where he was an agent of the American Anti-Slavery Society and won supporters 

and praise for his gifted speechmaking. 

 



When  his  travels  and studies were complete, he was  ordained on August 23, 1837 in 

Plymouth to serve as minister of the Third Congregational Society on Pleasant Street, which 

divided from the First Parish Church. 

According to noted Plymouth historian William T. Davis, in 1837 Hall  “delivered an address 

before the Pilgrim Society on the anniversary of the Landing of the Pilgrims” and also “in 

1841 he delivered an address at the dedication of the Oak Grove Cemetery.” 

Rev.  Hall  was 28 years  old  when he  became  minister in 1840   of 

another newly    formed Congregational church, which is now known 

as the Church of  the Pilgrimage.  In 1841,  he  married   20-year-old 

Pilgrim  descendant   Abby  Mitchell Davis,  daughter of Nathaniel 

Morton Davis.  The same year, Hall bought land at the corner of Court 

Street and Lothrop Place where he later built a home for Abby and 

their daughter Alice, who was born in 1842. 

By 1844, the Rev. Hall had become an Episcopalian priest.  He served 

briefly as rector of  Trinity   Church, Newport  RI,   before becoming 

rector of St. James in Roxbury, serving there between 1844 and 1846.  He was also active in 

politics, serving in the State Senate in 1855, then the United States Congress through 1859. 

Rev. Hall retired due to poor health in 1859, returning to Plymouth.  Active in Masonic 

affairs, in 1864 he gave a dedication speech in Boston when the cornerstone of the Masonic 

building at Tremont and Boylston was dedicated.  He died at the age of 56 on April 15, 1868 

and was buried in the Oak Grove Cemetery.  His wife, Abby, outlived Robert by 27 years. She 

was laid rest next to her husband in 1905. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**This summary is based on research provided by Doris Johnson and Kristel Nielsen** 


